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Land Trust of Virginia News
ANNUAL MEETING --  NOVEMBER 12
GUEST SPEAKER MR. RUSSELL SHAY, 
Director of Public Policy for the Land Trust Alliance 
Will Talk About the Future of Land Conservation
The Land Trust of Virginia (LTV) will hold its Annual Meeting on November 12, 2011, from 10 to 11 a.m., at Buchanan Hall (8549 John Mosby Highway/Route 50, Upperville). A dynamic speaker, Russell Shay, Director of Public Policy for the Land Trust Alliance, will address the current status and future of private land conservation in America. The Alliance is a national organization representing 1,700 not-for-profit organizations working on land conservation, including the Land Trust of Virginia.  Refreshments featuring locally grown products will be served after the meeting when guests will have an opportunity to meet Mr. Shay.

Working for the Alliance, Mr. Shay has led policy initiatives that created major increases in federal funding for the purchase of forest conservation easements and farmland conservation easements, and six tax code changes increasing landowner incentives for conservation donations.   He previously worked for The Nature Conservancy, the Appalachian Mountain Club, and the Greater Yellowstone Coalition, among others, and spent five years working on natural resource issues for the U.S. Senate and two years for the U.S. House of Representatives.

“We are delighted that Russell will be our guest speaker,” says Don Owen, LTV Executive Director. “Not only is he on the cutting edge of national conservation issues, he is a Virginia landowner with a personal perspective on conserving Virginia’s natural, cultural and open-space resources.”

About the Land Trust of Virginia: Based in Middleburg, Virginia, LTV is a private, non-profit land conservation organization that exists solely to assist private citizens in Virginia conserve open-space lands and significant natural and historic resources through conservation easements. LTV was accredited by the Land Trust Alliance’s Accreditation Commission in 2009. Currently, LTV holds and stewards 109 easements on more than 11,000 acres of private land in Loudoun, Fauquier, and surrounding counties.  LTV specializes in working directly with private landowners to design easements that protect open space, forests, water quality, biodiversity, and historic values, while ensuring that farming, forestry, and other compatible uses can continue.  

For more information, contact Don Owen, Executive Director, (540) 687-8441 or visit www.landtrustva.org.
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